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Year after blast,
Cortec poised
for expansion

BY FRANK ZUFALL

Prior to the March 18, 2008,
explosion that rocked the
Cortec aerosol-filling plant in
Spooner and seriously injured
two men, the company’s
owner and president, Boris
Miksic, said he had thought
about expanding the opera-
tion.

Considering that the plant is
on the tail-end of a $5 million
reinvestment, including the
cost of fines and the state-of-
the-art manufacturing and
safety equipment installation,
it could be said, “Expansion
completed.”

Anna Vignetti, Cortec’s
vice chief executive officer

and chief operations officer,
said probably in May the plant
will be fully 100 percent effi-
cient, meaning it will be three
times faster with four times
the capacity of the old plant
and with high-tech safety pre-
cautions she has referred to as
“James Bond technology.”
Vignetti said the company
is poised to nail down huge
contracts with industry giants
like RustOleum, a company
Cortec previously had secured
a contract with to fill their
aerosol cans, a contract that
the explosion blew away like
the east part of the building.

See One year, page 3A

One year after the blast
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“That was a huge contract,
and if we would have secured
it we would have had 1o hire
mode people,” she said,

Instead of lage contracts,
on March 19 last Vignetti
and Miksic and the rest of the
Cortec staff were ashen-faced,
staring &l a building the
explosion pancaked to ruhble.

=1 Felt so guilty nbout Aanon
and Corey [Aaron Merchant
and Corey La Hante, the two
men injured in the accident],”
said Miksic. “I remember
talking to ibe mayor [Louie
wu:Lﬁ] and acking him, "Do
you really want us to rebuild
here?" And | was serious. I feh
like there was something we
could hove done to have made
the plant more safe even
though we have o good safety

r '
. e added, “1n the chembcal
indestry, your worsl naght-
mare is 4 chemical explo-
sion.”

Adding 10 the burden over
the plant’s explosion, 10 days
Iater, on March 28, Miksic's
flﬂ}icrditd. e

1 was a very difficult peri-
od of my life,” he said,

Almoat before the diss st
tled, fiterally, chasing out the
sound of the explosion were
the voices of cammunity sup-

pert.

Miksic said he was over-
whelmed by commusnity sup-
Eﬂ from the city of Spoaner,

fashbumn Couwnty, and local
and state governmental agen-
cies.

Because of community sup-
part and because of his talent-
ed, dedicated workers and the
hissory of Cortec with Spoon-
er, he made the decision to
rebunld

“Ii has been very ex Ve
for me,” he uifzmﬁ:;ur‘
ance covered part of it, but in
totnl this is costing nearly 55
million™

A county supervisor who
dad not want to be wdentified
snid he believes one of ihe
reasons the commumnity has sa
supported Cortec is the way
Milksic and the Cortex grgani-
Tation §
men and their families.

And the rt continues

Vignetts said Conlex contin-
ues 10 hire a counselor who
meets with any worker pro-
cessing the after-effects of the
exploghan.

Shust the sound of the cans
going (hrough the machines
puts some an edge becawse it

reminds  them of what
occurred  right  befare the
explosion,” she said.

Miksic and Vigneiti both
sy the workers® welfare is
ﬂ,m jogity in bringing back

c plant

“We have made Aaren
[Merchant] cur safety manag-
ef, amd we have a corponie
safety committes working 1o
make sune we ane completely
in compliance with OSHA
[Qccupational Safery and
Health Administration] stan-
dards,” said Miksic,

“This is goimg to be the
state-of-the-art facility, more
efficient and much more safer.
We are going o use cvery
safety device out there, top-
nolch."

Miksic said the pew effi-
ciencies will make the Spoon-
er plamt better positionsd 10
chase lorge contracts that it
did not previously have the
capacity to compeie for,

=l am talking about filling
up i 159 million cans a
year," be sasd. “That means
there are coniracts even in
Japaz | can go afler now, We
will have four times the
capacity of the old plany™

Albough the new plant is
oot fully operational, E’:gndu
said the plant is operating at
75 percent efficicncy a5 it
brimgs the new machinery into
the production process.

ported the impured enc

For those who remember
the old plant, & walk-through
imthe new ane gives the sense
of being i a different space.
The machinery & brand-
spanking new, There are more
rooms. It books very
clean for a production facility.

Miksic said within days
afier the explogion the compa-
ny worked to fill orders,
sometimes manually,

“We had comtracts which
we had to honor,™ he said. *1
am s0 thankfial to our people,
who are so hardworking and
dedicated.”

Vipneiti sadd the conspasy
was hit with a “double wham-
my": first the explosson, and
then the slower ecopomy,
Cortex. went mm&phm
of reducing hours, laying
off a percentage of the staff,
and then, recently, cutting the
sail’s wages by 10 percent.

“Everyone who has bought
in has experienced a linde
pain,” eaid Vignetti.

Cestex had a few quarters
in the red before, she said, but
“we stopped the bleeding”
and now e company is back
i the black.

“Before the explosion we
were growing at 17T pencent
clip that year,” she eaid, "and
now we ire bolding our own”

Vignetti and Miksic are
optimists who say the silver
lining in the March 18, 2008,
explosion is thal now Spodner
has a world-class plant poised
1o send product all over the
world

“We have been in descus-
sian with the RustOleum peo-

le” said Vignetti, "We are
hoping we can still land o big
contmct with them,”

Miksic also is very posilive
shout  a  product  called
EcoAir, an aerosol can that
does nol use propellant but
mstead uses compressed air,
He said compressed air is
musch mare of a “green prod-
uct” and s much safer.
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“We are also coming out of
this stronger as an organiza-
tion,” Miksic said. “Our metal
was really tested and our
toughness and our ability. We
are befter because we came
through this terrible time, and
now we are stronger-and hard-
er. The teamwork was unbe-
lievable considering what we
had to go through. Our team
has been great!”

Cortex gave all workers a
paid day off last Wednesday,
March 18, to commemorate
the one-year anniversary of
the explosion.

Open house

Vigoetti said Cortex will
lhold an open house of the new
facility for the public in the
future, possibly in May.
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Thinking big. The Cortec staff is ready to go into full pro-
duction. They include (top, from left to ﬁghtj Ed Bertges,
Dawn Farely, Roger Hanson, Jeremiah Johnson, Jay
Johnson, uck Tinsley, Gnre[!l Labonte, Erin Lester,
Aaron Merchant, (not pictured) Ryan Wehik; and (bottom,
from left) Anna Vignetti, vice chief executive officer and
chief operations officer; Cortec owner and President
Boris Miksic; and his wife, Ines Miksic. prows by Frank 2.t




